
Market Pulse: 
2019 Employer Stop Loss Market Survey 

The 2019 Guy Carpenter ESL Survey was sent to top providers in the U.S. market. Our 
survey participants represent various sizes, market segments and distribution sources.

The survey was comprised of 29 questions focusing on various issues, including: 

Market Size Block Composition Medical Trend 

Claim Utilization 
Outsourcing of 

Various Functions 
And more…
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The Survey participants, represent a total of 
$8.6B in 2018 ESL Gross Earned premium. 
The breakdown based on a percentage of 
premium is shown to the right.

Participants responded that their average 
self-insured retentions (SIR’s) are 
between $201,000 and $300,000.

For 2019 effective dates, most 
participants targeted and achieved 
renewal increase greater than 10%.

As a percentage of paid, the top two costliest diagnosis are 
cancer and renal claims.

Average persistency for surveyed 
participants is 70% to 80%.

Large claims and claim frequency 
show little sign of slowing.

Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC provides this report for general information only. The information contained herein is based on sources we believe reliable, but we do not 
guarantee its accuracy, and it should be understood to be general insurance/reinsurance information only. Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC makes no representations or 
warranties, express or implied. The information is not intended to be taken as advice with respect to any individual situation and cannot be relied upon as such. Please consult 
your insurance/reinsurance advisors with respect to individual coverage issues.
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*Securities or investments, as applicable, are offered in the United States through GC Securities, a division of MMC Securities LLC, a US registered broker-dealer and member 
FINRA/NFA/SIPC. Main Office: 1166 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036. Phone: (212) 345-5000. Securities or investments, as applicable, are offered in the 
European Union by GC Securities, a division of MMC Securities (Europe) Ltd. (MMCSEL), which is authorized and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, main office 25 
The North Colonnade, Canary Wharf, London E14 5HS. Reinsurance products are placed through qualified affiliates of Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC. MMC Securities LLC, 
MMC Securities (Europe) Ltd. and Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC are affiliates owned by Marsh & McLennan Companies. This communication is not intended as an offer to 
sell or a solicitation of any offer to buy any security, financial instrument, reinsurance or insurance product. 
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About Guy Carpenter
Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC is a leading global risk and reinsurance specialist with more than 3,100 professionals in over 
60 offices around the world. Guy Carpenter delivers a powerful combination of broking expertise, trusted strategic advisory 
services and industry-leading analytics to help clients adapt to emerging opportunities and achieve profitable growth. Guy 
Carpenter is a wholly owned subsidiary of Marsh & McLennan Companies (NYSE: MMC), the leading global professional services 
firm in the areas of risk, strategy and people. With 76,000 colleagues and annualized revenue approaching $17 billion, Marsh 
& McLennan helps clients navigate an increasingly dynamic and complex environment through its market-leading companies 
including Marsh, Mercer and Oliver Wyman. For more information, visit www.guycarp.com and follow Guy Carpenter on LinkedIn 
and Twitter @GuyCarpenter. 

As a percentage of paid, the top two costliest diagnosis are cancer and cardio claims.


